March 1 – April 15, 2012

Brief report on situation with xenophobia, racism and intolerance in Russian Federation. 

The most important trend in March, marked by all leading experts
, was active political rehabilitation of nationalists and active party-building process
. On March 19 several party projects were announced: by Alexander Belov and Dmitry Demushkin (Association "Russians") and by Konstantin Krylov and Vladimir Thor ("Russian national-democratic party" (RNDP)). They have invited prominent opposition leaders Alexey Navalny and Vladimir Milov to join the Supervisory Board of the party. Both of them welcomed the idea of ​the party, but rejected the offer - because "in the minds of ordinary people, it would mean membership in the party," which they do not want
.

The head of the "Levada Center" Lev Gudkov believes that if nationalist parties were to be registered, than all together in a federal election, they’d be able to get from 0.5% to 1.5% of the vote: "Our society is suspicious of such radical nationalists and is not ready to vote for them, even if some aspects of their program cause some sympathy. All the same, their very status as marginal repels people, who consider them to be troublemakers, to cause  more noise and provocation than benefit.
 "

In the early March, the ultra-right has continued to take part in opposition rallies "for fair elections." On March 5 at a meeting in Moscow Pushkinskaya Square representatives of Russian civil union (CSG), National Democratic Alliance (NDA), association "Russians," Russian National Union (ROS - Sergei Baburin), the Russian public movement (ROD - Vladimir Tor and Konstantin Krylov) were present, nationalist slogans were traditionally supported by Alexei Navalny. Separate groups of right-wing activists also held small rallies, during one of which "Echo of Moscow" reporter Alexander Borzenko was beaten
.

According to the "Sova-center " on March 10 the column of ultra-right activists led by D.Demushkin left the opposition rally on New Arbat street in Moscow, where for the first time nationalists were denied the word. As a result, they put up a separate rally with racist slogans along Old Arbat Street towards Kievskaya metro station
.

Discussions continue about the meaning of Article 282 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation which is often used to persecute dissidents, including opposition leaders, not just radical nationalists. For example, in Ulyanovsk nationalist movements together with the "Left Front" and "The Other Russia" held a march against Article 282 of the Criminal Code. His position on the prospects of Article 282 has voiced the leader of human rights association AGORA P.Chikov.  In his opinion, "the article should be used only when appeals to violence take place, rather than just hate speech. 

To be punished it not enough to call for burning "unfaithful cops" (*reference to highly publicized Syktyvkar case of conviction of blogger Savva Terentiev)  - there should be general context, leading the audience to follow the call. This position has been expressed by the European Court of Human Rights." At the same time in early April, the Ombudsman for Human Rights in Russia, Vladimir Lukin, has proposed to equate fraud in the elections to extremism
.

The Supreme Court of the Russian Federation heard the appeal of the far-right nationalist group “NSO-North", which have been sentenced for 28 murders. As a result, the Supreme Court has left five of the accused behind bars for life, yet reduced the sentence to one out of 13 convicts
.

Reprisals against LGBT have taken an open form. In March, St. Petersburg Governor George Poltavchenko has signed the law banning propaganda of homosexuality among minors. On April 6 the St.Petersburg police has applied the law for the first time, arresting two gay activists for pickets in front of the youth center with placards "Gay is normal."  On April 2 this practice has been criticized by leading human rights activists
 during a press-conference dedicated to the week against homophobia in Russia.

According to the Sova-center during March and the first part of April 2012 extreme right radicals have beaten at least 9 people in Moscow, St. Petersburg and Karelia. 10 members of the "Russian jogging" event in Anapa were beaten by people from the Caucasus. In April, a Kyrgyz citizen in Yekaterinburg, as well Muslim activist Metin Mehdiyev in Moscow  were killed with particular cruelty.

In March ultra-right football fans intensified their activities. In particular, at the end of the match between "Locomotive" (Moscow) and "Anzhi" (Makhachkala) in Makhachkala a banana was thrown at defender Christopher Samba. On March 31 the fans of "Spartak" (Moscow) have staged a fight in the metro with people of Asian appearance. The exact number of victims is unknown. Moreover the Ministry of Interior said that "clashes and incidents involving fans in the metro were not registered.
"

Similarly, public relations projects of nationalists gained momentum as well as new supporters. The most visible of them is the sport event "Russian jogging." In the social network "VKontakte" there was information that on April 10 in Chelyabinsk, the City Administration has hosted the conference, to which representatives of the "Russian jogging" were invited. They gave a presentation of jogging and spoke about nationalism. One speaker wore a T-shirt with the celtic cross.

The federal list of extremist materials for the past and a half months was updated six times, including now №№ 1082-1132. The list was supplemented by a number of radical Islamist and xenophobic materials, by memoirs of the Waffen-SS commander Kurt Meyer and by young neo-Nazi Oleg Goncharov’s video posted on Vkontakte
.
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