October, 2011

Brief report on situation with xenophobia, racism and intolerance in Russian Federation

In October anti-Caucasian rallies have continued. Public campaign “Stop feeding the Caucasus” launched on October 1 culminated in a Moscow rally on Oct.22, bringing together anti-corruption and xenophobic slogans. Nether the less, it failed to mobilize significant support and gathered only around 500 people. At the same time, it is worth noting that well-known blogger and anti-corruption activists Alexey Navalny has agitated for participation and was one of the key speakers along with the leader of oppositional “PARNAS” group Vladimir Milov. Those politicians that are often considered “liberal” and are looked on as respectable opposition to the Kremlin spoke along side more odious nationalist publicist Konstantin Krylov and leaders of xenophobic Movement against Illegal Immigration Alexander Belov (Potkin) and Vladimir Tor.

Among significant events of October were also several court verdicts on resonant cases. On October 28, Aslan Cherkesov was sentenced to 20 years of prison for murder of football fan Egor Sviridov. His perceived accomplices received 5 year sentence. Those who were involved in another resonant murder of football fan Yuri Volkov received 6 and 17 years of prison on Nov.3rd.
 Both decisions are clearly timed to precede the Russian March, a massive rally on nationalist forces that traditionally takes place on the Day of National Unity on Nov. 4th.  

On the same day as Cherkesov's verdict on October 28, five participants of the mass disorder on Manezhnaya square have received from 3 to 5 year prison term. Three of them were activists of the Other Russia, radical opposition group mostly out of activists of former National Bolshevik Party of Eduard Limonov. As noted by Alexander Verkhvosky from SOVA center in his commentary
 there is a number of questions around both sentences handed out on the day of Oct.28. In the case of Cherkesov, while his conviction doesn't look dispoportional, sentences to his accomplices do. At the same time, in the Manezhnaya case there are significant grounds to doubt justification of such sentence, as it seems to selectively lay blame on those who were caught and who most likely (as activists of National Bolshevik Party) were closely monitored by special services. 

According to Sova-center at least 14 persons in at least 7 regions of the country became victims of racist and hate attacks. 7 acts of Neo-Nazi vandalism were also recorded. 

In regards to electoral period, parties continue to play with nationalistic electorate. LDPR had included as a candidate on it's list a son of Budanov, army colonel blamed for raping and killing of Chechen girl.
 That's one of the ways LDPR employs to court  right wing electorate. The party has also invited various activists including extreme-right groups to serve as observers for LDPR during the electoral preiod. The party list also includes Maxim Korotkov-Gulyaev, the attorney of Evgeny Khasis, sentenced for the murder of human rights and antifascist lawyer Stanislav Markelov. The party caucus underwent under the slogan «For Russians!».
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